RICHELIEU
in brawls, and once even in murder. Nevertheless, the
deputies persisted. Aware of the futility of their efforts,
they hoped by continued meetings to justify their presence
and that suddenly they would unearth some remedy for
all the evils of the realm. Actually their assembly and
debates had made clear the complete uselessness of the
body, the impotence of which had been foreseen by its
best minds. The Regent ordered an end to be made, and
that their papers should be handed in on February 23,
1615. It was on this occasion that Richelieu, designated
as representative of the whole clergy of France, rose to
speak in the hall of the Hotel Bourbon, which he had
entered, four months before, lost in the crowd of ecclesi-
astics, an ordinary deputy of his province. Selected at the
request of Marie de Medici on January 24, he had had a
month to consider and prepare his address. It lasted for
an hour and was highly appreciated: 'He had contented
everyone, with offence to none.'
The speech, which the young Bishop caused to be
printed a few days later, marks his real entry into public
life; and we can imagine the deep satisfaction, the fullness
of pride and satisfied ambition which he felt as he delivered
it. He was then twenty-nine, and the whole of the Church
in France had chosen him as its spokesman. This was no
question of a sermon on the occasion of some festivity, or
a Gospel text, conforming to the pulpit traditions beyond
which a preacher could not stray; nor was this an assembly
of the faithful or of friends; his listeners in this vast hall
through which his voice resounded alone, those who fixed
their gaze on his erect figure and were learning to know
him, if they were still ignorant of him, were the chosen
men of the Three Estates, come hither from every province
of France, the magistracy, the clergy, archbishops,
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